
 

 

 

 

tƭŀȅōŀŎƪ wŜŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ .ƭƛƴŘ 

wŜƎƛǎǘŜǊŜŘ /ƘŀǊƛǘȅ  {/ ллммуф 

мфтс-  нлмс 

 

 

tƭŀȅōŀŎƪ ǇǳōƭƛŎŀǝƻƴǎ нлмс 

tƭŀȅōŀŎƪ aŀƎŀȊƛƴŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ ŀƴŘ ƴŜǿǎ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ  Ǿƛǎǳŀƭƭȅ ƛƳǇŀƛǊŜŘΦ              
/ƻƴǘŀƛƴƛƴƎ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ ǊŜŎƻǊŘƛƴƎǎ ƻŦ ƛǘŜƳǎ ƻŦ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ōƭƛƴŘ ŀƴŘ Ǿƛǎǳŀƭƭȅ ƛƳǇŀƛǊŜŘ 
ŀƴŘ ǊŜŎƻǊŘŜŘ ƳƻƴǘƘƭȅ hƴ /ŀǎǎŜǧŜΣ 5ŀƛǎȅ /5Σ ¦{. aŜƳƻǊȅ {ǝŎƪ ŀƴŘ .ǊƛǝǎƘ ²ƛǊŜƭŜǎǎ 
ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ .ƭƛƴŘ ό.²C. ύ{ƻƴŀǘŀ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜΦ 

{ŎƻǩǎƘ {ǳƴŘŀȅ aŀƛƭ ƛǎ ǊŜŎƻǊŘŜŘ ǿŜŜƪƭȅ ōȅ ƪƛƴŘ ǇŜǊƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜǊΣ Lǘǎ     
ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ƻƴ /ŀǎǎŜǧŜΣ ¦{. aŜƳƻǊȅ {ǝŎƪΣ ŀƴŘ .²C. {ƻƴŀǘŀ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜΦ 

{ŎƻǩǎƘ 5ŀƛƭȅ wŜŎƻǊŘΦ ! ǿŜŜƪƭȅ ŎƻƳǇƛƭŀǝƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǊ Řŀƛƭȅ ƴŜǿǎǇŀǇŜǊ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ 
ƻƴ /ŀǎǎŜǧŜΣ ¦{. aŜƳƻǊȅ {ǝŎƪΣ ŀƴŘ .²C. {ƻƴŀǘŀ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜΦ 

{ŎƻǩǎƘ aŜƳƻǊƛŜǎ aŀƎŀȊƛƴŜ ƛǎ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ƳƻƴǘƘƭȅ ƎƛǾƛƴƎ ŀ ƭƻƻƪ ōŀŎƪ ŀǘ {ŎƻǩǎƘ      
IƛǎǘƻǊȅΦ /ƻƴǘŀƛƴǎ ǊŜƳƛƴƛǎŎŜƴŎŜǎ ƻŦ ǝƳŜǎ ǇŀǎǘΣ ǾŜǊȅ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǊ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǳǊ ƭƛǎǘŜƴŜǊǎΦ        
!ǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ƻƴ 5ŀƛǎȅ /5Σ ¦{. ƳŜƳƻǊȅ {ǝŎƪΣ /ŀǎǎŜǧŜ ŀƴŘ .²C. {ƻƴŀǘŀ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜΦ 

!./ !ǳŘƛƻ bŜǿǎ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ōƛƳƻƴǘƘƭȅ Ŏƻƴǘŀƛƴǎ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƻǎŜ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
ǎǳōƧŜŎǘ ƻŦ IƛCƛ ŀƴŘ ŀǳŘƛƻΦ !ǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ƻƴ {ǘŀƴŘŀǊŘ /5 ŀƴŘ .²C. {ƻƴŀǘŀ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜΦ 

²ƘƛŎƘ aŀƎŀȊƛƴŜ /ƻƴǎǳƳŜǊ ƳŀƎŀȊƛƴŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǊŜǾƛŜǿǎ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎΣ ƛƴŦƻǊƳƛƴƎ 
ȅƻǳ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ ōǳȅǎ ŀƴŘ ƴŀƳƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊǎǘ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŜǊǎΣ !ǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ƻƴ /ŀǎǎŜǧŜ 

.ƻȄ ϧ CƛŘŘƭŜ bŜǿǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƻǎŜ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘ ƛƴ !ŎŎƻǊŘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ CƛŘŘƭŜ aǳǎƛŎΣ ǿƛǘƘ ƭƻǘǎ ƻŦ Ŏƭǳō 
ƴŜǿǎΦ !ǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ƻƴ /ŀǎǎŜǧŜ ŀƴŘ ¦{. ǎǝŎƪΦ 

WŜǿƛǎƘ ¢ŜƭŜƎǊŀǇƘ  ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ŜǾŜǊȅ ǘǿƻ ǿŜŜƪǎ ƻƴ /5 ǿƛǘƘ ƴŜǿǎ ŀƴŘ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ ŦƻǊ 
ǘƘƻǎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ WŜǿƛǎƘ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ƛƴ DƭŀǎƎƻǿΦ 

{!D5h bŜǿǎǘŀǇŜ  ŀƴ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ ŀƴŘ ƴŜǿǎ ǘŀǇŜ ŦƻǊ DǳƛŘŜ 5ƻƎ ƻǿƴŜǊǎΣ ǇǊƻŘǳŎŜŘ ōȅ 
.Ǌƛŀƴ ²Ŝǎǘ ŀƴŘ ŘƛǎǘǊƛōǳǘŜŘ ōȅ tƭŀȅōŀŎƪΦ 

¢ƘŜ tƭŀȅōŀŎƪ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ǊŜŎƻǊŘ ŀƴŘ ŘƛǎǘǊƛōǳǘŜ ŀ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ   ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭ ƴŜǿǎƭŜǧŜǊǎ ŦƻǊ  
ǾŀǊƛƻǳǎ hǊƎŀƴƛǎŀǝƻƴǎΣ LƴǘŜǊƴŀǝƻƴŀƭ DƭŀǳŎƻƳŀ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǝƻƴΣ ²Ŝǎǘ ƻŦ {ŎƻǘƭŀƴŘ bŀǝƻƴŀƭ 
CŜŘŜǊŀǝƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ .ƭƛƴŘΣ DƭŀǎƎƻǿ ōǊŀƴŎƘ ƻŦ bŀǝƻƴŀƭ [ŜŀƎǳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ .ƭƛƴŘΣ    bŀǝƻƴŀƭ 
¢Ǌǳǎǘ ŦƻǊ {ŎƻǘƭŀƴŘΣ  {ŎƻǩǎƘ hǇŜǊŀΣ ǾŀǊƛƻǳǎ  ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜ ƴƻǘŜǎ ŦƻǊ YƛƴƎǎ ŀƴŘ ¢ƘŜŀǘǊŜ 
wƻȅŀƭ ƛƴ DƭŀǎƎƻǿΣ  ŀƴŘ Ƴŀƴȅ ƳƻǊŜΦ 

!ǳŘƛƻ [ƛōǊŀǊȅ ǿƛƭƭ ǊŜǎǘŀǊǘ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ŘƛƎƛǝǎƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǊŜŎƻǊŘƛƴƎǎ ƛǎ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜŘ 

tƭŀȅōŀŎƪ wŜŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ .ƭƛƴŘ 

мт DǳƭƭŀƴŜ {ǘǊŜŜǘ 

DƭŀǎƎƻǿ Dмм с!I 

¢ŜƭŜǇƘƻƴŜ лмпм ооп нфуо 

ŜΦƳŀƛƭ ǇƭŀȅōŀŎƪϪōǝƴǘŜǊƴŜǘΦŎƻƳ 

   ǿǿǿΦǇƭŀȅ-ōŀŎƪΦƻǊƎΦǳƪ 

 

   wŜƎƛǎǘŜǊŜŘ /ƘŀǊƛǘȅ  {/ ллммуф   



 

Lƴ ¢ƘŜ .ŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ 

A recording service for the Blind was established in 1958 by the Glasgow Tape 

Recording Club, who produced, every two months, on reel-to-reel tape, a     

Magazine of information and documentary-type items of general and local       

Interest. At that time, it was distributed to around 60 blind and visually impaired 

people who owned a reel-to-reel recorder, most of whom lived in the Glasgow 

area. Even then, however, some copies were sent to other parts of the     

country. 

 

In 1975, Donald Anderson approached the 

Glasgow and West of Scotland Society for the 

Blind to ask if they would help finance an    

expanded tape recording service for the Blind, 

they agreed, also gave financial support as 

well as a room in their premises at 276         

St.Vincent Street  in the heart of Glasgow. The final edition of the Glasgow 

Sound Magazine was sent out in April 1976.  

With a number of subsequent improvements to the St.Vincent Street 

'studio' (including the luxury of a new carpet), we were ready to record the first 

edition of Playback Magazine for May 1976.  

With the professional help of Iris             

Robertson-Brown, a studio manager with 

the BBC, the first edition began to take 

shape and was christened, fittingly, with an         

inaugural message recorded by Mr.      

Gordon Mackinnon, president of the    

Glasgow and West of Scotland Society for 

the Blind. The first edition was distributed 

to 260 people  on Cassette and its        

completion was a proud moment for Donald Anderson, who had put so much 

work into establishing the service.  

Volunteers the backbone of the service 

The service has always been volunteer based and one of the founder       

members Peter Fraser was very much the driving force for the development of 

the service since 1976.  By 1979, the service had grown to the extent that it 

became difficult to organise on a totally voluntary basis. By this time, the     

Social Services previously run by the Glasgow and West of Scotland Society 

for the Blind, now Visibility, had been taken over by Strathclyde Regional 

Council.  

 

aŀǊƎŀǊŜǘ /ƻǿƛŜ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ ƘŜǊ .ǊŀƛƭƭŜ ǎŎǊƛǇǘ 5ŀǾƛŘ ¢ŀƴƴŜǊ ϧ aŀǊƎŀǊŜǘ /ƻǿƛŜ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ  

  ¢ǳŜǎŘŀȅ ¢ŜŀƳΣ aŀƭŎƻƳΣ aŀǊȅΣ DƻǊŘƻƴΣ 5ŀǾƛŘΩǎ ϧ LǾŀƴΣ  WƻƘƴ DǊŜŜƴ ǘŀƭƪǎ ǘƻ {ǘŜǾƛŜ /ƘŀƭƳŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ .ƻōōȅ [ŜƴƴƻȄΣ [ƛǎōƻƴ [ƛƻƴǎ 

wƻȅŀƭ Ǿƛǎƛǘ ŦǊƻƳ tǊƛƴŎŜǎǎ !ƴƴŜΣ ƛƴǘŜǊǾƛŜǿŜŘ ŦƻǊ tƭŀȅōŀŎƪ IǳƎƘ DǊŀȅ ǘŀƭƪǎ ǘƻ DƭŜƴŘŀ WŀŎƪǎƻƴ ŦƻǊ tƭŀȅōŀŎƪ  

±ƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊ ƴƛƎƘǘ ƻǳǘ ƛƴ мффп ǘƻ /ŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜ a.9 ŦƻǊ tŜǘŜǊ CǊŀǎŜǊ 


